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PARING DOWN     with PANACHE
DESIGNERS FROM BARBOUR 

SPANGLE DESIGN WERE CALLED 
ON TO HELP ONE COUPLE 
DOWNSIZE WITH STYLE.
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To anchor a sophisticated and neutral living room, the 
homeowners’ sofa is reupholstered in Robert Allen 

fabric. Side tables from Hickory Chair and Arteriors bring 
the guest’s drink within reach, while a geometric rug 

from Stark Carpet warms underfoot. Artwork from the 
homeowners’ own collection sparks conversation.

INTERIOR DESIGN BY BARBOUR SPANGLE DESIGN
TEXT BY ANNE MARIE ASHLEY

PHOTOGRAPHY BY DAVID CLARK AND JESSE STONE

PARING DOWN     with PANACHE
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A simple entry showcases a Turkish 
rug from the homeowners’ collection, 
while, overhead, a fixture from Currey 

& Company lights the way. Artwork 
from the homeowners’ personal 

collection highlights the staircase. 
OPPOSITE: The office is concise in 

the best way. A luxe couch from the 
homeowners’ collection is covered 
in velvet fabric, adding sumptuous 

texture, and library sconces from 
Visual Comfort highlight artwork from 
the homeowners’ personal collection.
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AS AN INTERIOR DESIGNER, THERE ARE FEW GREATER 
compliments than to be called on by an industry profes-
sional to help design their personal home. So when one such 
professional requested Christi Barbour and Christi Spangle 
of Barbour Spangle Design to help them renovate and design 
their new home, the excitement was palpable.

Coming from an expansive historic home with incredible 
architecture, Barbour’s clients were empty nesters looking 
to downsize, but without losing the character and beauty 
to which they were accustomed. “We had an opportunity to 

sell our home, and having already discussed downsizing, 
we jumped at the chance without knowing where we 
were going to move,” the homeowner explains. “There 
was a townhome in our neighborhood that was not on the 
market, but the owner was ready to sell, so we went for 
it.” Though the home was twenty-five years old with little 
to no updating, the couple felt it could be a perfect fit, 
and having built and renovated other homes, they were 
confident they could create something special. Enter 
Barbour Spangle Design.

A
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“Our goal was to create a home that didn’t feel brand 
new, yet provided them with all the niceties available on the 
market today,” Barbour says. “The kitchen and bathrooms 
were completely renovated. We added a butler’s pantry as 
well as additional windows to bring in more natural light, 
which is so important in the homes we design.”  

Having shared office spaces close to each other at one 
point and crossing paths here and there, the clients were 
familiar with Barbour Spangle’s design and professionalism 
and knew they would be a good fit to create the space and 
color palette they were looking for. “After living in a tradi-
tional home with traditional furniture, we were looking to 
make a transition in style, along with our transition in life,” 
the homeowner says. “We also wanted to make sure that 
every space had a purpose and would be used alongside our 
personal collection of furniture and artwork.” Barbour adds 
that since her clients were creative (he, a furniture designer) 
and familiar with higher-end finishes, the overall goal was 
to create a home that felt collected but with a twist of fresh-
ness and currency alongside a bit of the unexpected. 

Over the course of the next year, the foursome worked 
together, from renovations to design install, in an effort to 
create the perfect transitional space for a couple looking 
for a new season in life. With directives in mind, Barbour 
worked hard to ensure that her client’s personality 
radiates through every inch of the space. “It’s never our 
goal to leave a Barbour Spangle fingerprint on any client’s 
home,” Barbour says. “We want guests to walk into our 
client’s home and say, ‘Oh, my gosh, this home is so you,’ 
instead of something like, ‘Oh, did Barbour Spangle design 
this home?’ Our projects need to have a soul—the home-
owner’s soul.”

With such an incredible collection of fine furnishings 
and beautiful artwork, the paring-down process proved to 
be challenging. But selecting the most appropriate pieces 
and the most sentimental items quickly curated a look 
and feel that was indisputably unique to the homeowners. 
“The look was established by our collective desire to pay 
homage to [his] craft—fine-furniture design,” Barbour says. 
An overall neutral palette was punctuated with pops of 



In the dining room, host chairs from 
CR Laine are paired with side chairs 

from the homeowners’ collection, 
reupholstered in Larsen fabric. A 

custom-designed dining table from 
Woodland is finished in Grigio Antico. 

Draperies made with Duralee fabric 
complement the Farlane chandelier 

from Visual Comfort. OPPOSITE: The 
kitchen cabinets are the ultimate 

neutral, painted in Sherwin-Williams 
Fawn Brindle. Accents of gold are 

seamless but punctuated, and the 
marble backsplash and countertop in 

Imperial Danby from Bottega Stone 
offers the perfect complement.
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Sherwin-Williams Aesthetic White coats the walls of the 
master bedroom. Warm neutrals bring cozy notes, and a 
custom bed frame reupholstered in Kravet Mabley Handler 
fabric adds a breath of fresh air. The Stanford Glick bench 
with Lucite legs is covered in a Kravet fabric. A simple 
scallop light fixture from Visual Comfort rounds out the 
space. OPPOSITE: In the master bath, tranquility reigns 
with a soothing taupe palette that flows from the bedroom. 
Cabinets painted in Sherwin-Williams Felted Wool are the 
perfect complement to floor tiles from Walker Zanger, laid 
in a herringbone pattern. The shower wall in Calacatta Gold 
marble imparts a luxurious feel to the room. 
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color alongside similar muted tones. Using black and white 
or beige and cream as a base, layers are built on top with 
a variety of textures and a mix of modern and traditional 
to create that collected, lived-in feel—a style that Barbour 
calls New Traditional.  

“I grew up watching my grandmother live her life as 
a single woman, traveling the world,” Barbour recalls. “I 

remember pouring through slides from her travels, which 
instilled in me a love for it that would follow me through 
life. My life budget includes travel, and every place I visit 
has created an experience for me. Through these travels, 
I developed my love for design and my personal design 
ethos, which is that design is about feeling, lifestyle, and 
experience.” She adds that simply designed pieces that are 
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TOP: The guest bedroom ties into the bathroom expertly, with a black-and-white 
base palette and a pop of green in the custom Roman shade made with Kravet fabric 
and a Samuel & Sons border. An x-leg ottoman from CR Laine resides at the end of 
the bed and is covered in Chase Green Field by Maxwell Fabrics for a punch of color. 

BOTTOM: The guest bathroom is a study in contrast, with bold cabinets painted 
in Sherwin-Williams Black Magic. A white quartz countertop keeps things light and 
bright, while floor tile in gray marble with black accents brings the room together.

RIGHT: Twin beds in the guestroom are cute but sophisticated, covered in linens 
from the homeowners’ collection. Custom headboards add a touch of traditional 
alongside the Turkish runner in between.
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enhanced by fine quality materials such as wood, linen, 
leather, and bronze create a feeling of luxury. “Inten-
tionally selected furnishings placed in thoughtful ways 
can enhance lifestyle, and globally collected pieces and 
layering lead to an overall experience within a home.”

When asked about their favorite spaces, the home-
owners find it easy to declare the open living area—which 
includes the kitchen, dining, and living room, along with 

the butler’s pantry—the winner. “These spaces are perfect 
for entertaining, and the blend of colors creates an easy 
flow in our living.” Barbour spotlights the kitchen and 
sunroom, saying, “The kitchen feels like it should be home 
to a French pastry chef, while their northern-exposure 
sunroom has truly amazing natural light.”

In the end, the clients may have less space, but the 
character remained and the personality doubled. u


